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of the states in the western and central divisions of the Alpine
Punjab.

The petty chiefs of Rihftsi and Aknur were branches of
the Jammu family, on which they were generally dependent.
Punach was sometimes independent ; but its proximity
to Kashmir placed it at the mercy of its more powerful
neighbour. Rajaori and Kotali were held in later times by
two branches of the royal family of Kashmir, to which they
were usually tributary. But in the middle ages, under the
Hindu rulers, Kotali formed part of Punach, to which it
naturally belonged as part of the same valley. Bhimbar and
Khariali were divisions of the Chibh or Chibhan, blanch of the
Somvansi Rajas of Kangra and Jalandhar. In early times the
name of Bhimbar was little used, the common appellation
being Chibhan, which is found in Sharifuddin's history of
Timur, under the form of Jibhdl* The conversion of the
family to Muhammadanism is probably of late date, as Ferishta
mentions Howns Raja of Bhimbar in A.H. 891, or A.D. I486.1
But so many of these hill chiefs retained their Hindu names
after they became Muhammadans, that the Hindu name alone
cannot be taken as a decisive proof of his being unconverted.
Kdshtwftr and Bhadrwdr are situated on opposite banks of
the upper Qienab river, to the south-east of Kashmir, to which
they were generally subject. These nine chief-ships of the
central divison, added to the thirteen of the 'western division,
form the twenty-two Muhammadan states which the popular
belief assigns to the western half of the Alpine Panjab.

Of the eight remaining chiefships of this division I am not
able to give much information, as many of them became
extinct during the early period of Sikh rule, and all of them
are now absorbed by the Jammu family in the great Kingdom
of Kashmir. Jasrota, in the outer range of hills, was once of
some importance, and its chiefs intermarried with the other
Rajput families of the Alpine Panjab ; but I can find no

1.   Briggs, 'Ferishta/ iv. 483.